Illustrated Bible Life

I

Up a Tree

have two cats, Merry and Pippin, who love to explore the small patio area that is
my back yard. It’s a great adventure for them—being cats, everything is a delight,
but they especially enjoy watching the antics of discomfited birds and squirrels
who would rather have the run of the patio to themselves! Maybe enjoy isn’t the right
word; truthfully, they are always looking for opportunities to pounce. That’s what cats
do!
I was a little nervous the first time I let them out, thinking they might be looking for
opportunities to escape out into the great wide world as well, so I always made sure
to stay outside with them. However, the temptation to let them monitor themselves
was great, and one day, after letting them out, I stayed inside to get some things done
around the kitchen. A few moments later, I looked out the kitchen window only to
see Pippin perched atop the six-foot fence, intently eying a squirrel in a tree. I dashed
outside, startling her in the process, and she jumped over the fence to the street side,
where she hit the ground running, howling wildly as only a petrified cat can do. She
circled the house and ran up another tree, where she dug in her nails about 12 feet off
the ground.
Fortunately for me, one of my neighbors heard the commotion. After making sure
Merry was back in the house, I grabbed a blanket and my ladder and climbed to the
top trying to reach her. I was a few feet short of her perch, when my neighbor offered
to lend me her much-taller ladder. I set it against the tree trunk and up I went. I threw
the blanket over Pippin’s head, and then set about prying her claws loose one at a
time. The blanket calmed her down and she didn’t try to get away once I had her loose,
for which I was very grateful, because it was only at that moment that I realized how
dangerous it is to climb some 12 feet up a ladder. People fall off ladders all the time
and if they land badly, they break bones, get concussions, and sometimes even die! I
decided that of all the brave things firefighters do, rescuing cats from trees is certainly
not the least of these!
In our study this quarter, we have a series of lessons on what the Bible says. We look
to the Bible for direction for our everyday activities. Sometimes we want to go our own
way and find ourselves “up a tree,” hanging on for dear life and crying out for rescue.
How happy we are to have One who always hears our cries for help and is ready to
come to our rescue! But better still is not getting stuck in a tree in the first place. This
quarter’s guidelines for holy living will help us keep our feet on solid ground.
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SUMMER 2019
VOLUME 42, NUMBER 4
Judi King
Editor
Mike L. Wonch
Senior Editor
Bonnie J. Perry
Director of Editorial
Mark D. Brown
Publisher

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS
All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise
indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973,
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved
worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and
“New International Version” are trademarks
registered in the United States Patent and
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™
All Scripture quotations marked † are the
author’s own translation from the original
languages.
Quotations from the following copyrighted
versions are used by permission:
The King James Version (KJV).
From The Message (TM). Copyright © 1993,
1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group.
From the New American Standard Bible
(NASB), copyright by The Lockman Foundation
1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975,
1977, 1995. Used by permission.
From the Holy Bible, New Living Translation
(NLT), copyright © 1996. Used by permission
of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL
60189. All rights reserved.
ILLUSTRATED BIBLE LIFE is published quarterly
by THE FOUNDRY PUBLISHING, PO Box 419527,
Kansas City, MO 64141. Copyright © 2019 by
The Foundry Publishing. Permission granted to
copy for local church use only and copies are
not to be sold. Publisher must be contacted for
any other use. All rights reserved. Canadian GST
No. R129017471.

